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STATE OF ALASKA / 

February 6, 2007
Alaska 2006 exports could top US$4 billion
Alaska's exports of seafood, zinc and other minerals, fertilizer production and other products should
top US$4 billion for the first time last year when the final numbers are tallied, the head of the World
Trade Center Alaska, Greg Wolf, said Monday. The expected US$4 billion total would represent an 11
percent increase over 2005, Wolf said. He noted that some of the increases are due to higher prices
for Alaska exports, rather than more products being shipped to foreign buyers. Fish and seafood
accounted for half of exports, or about US$2 billion. Minerals such as zinc totaled about one-quarter of
the exports, or about US$1 billion. Japan got about 25 percent of the exports, based on value,
followed by South Korea at 18 percent, China at 12 percent and Canada at 11 percent.
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http://www.adn.com/money/story/8619866p-8512436c.html

Alaska parks would get US$6 million more under Bush budget proposal
President Bush's proposed budget for the 2008 fiscal year would allot more than six million dollars to
national parks in Alaska. The increases bring the proposed 2008 budget for national parks in Alaska to
almost 60 million dollars.
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KHANTY-MANSIYSK AO/ 

February 9, 2007
Average budget expenditures per capita: Yamal and Yugra
Average budget revenues per capita amounted to 113,200 rubles (US$4,300) in Yamal and 75,100
rubles (US$2,850) in Yugra. Average budget spending per capita represented 85,200 rubles
(US$3,240) in Yamal and 65,800 rubles (US$2,500) in Yugra
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http://www.vsluh.ru/news/economics/106138.html

February 5, 2007
Financing for exploration in Yugra increased forty fold
Currently, not only hydrocarbon deposits are developed in the Okrug but other mineral deposits are
explored too. In 2005, only 10 million rubles (US$365,000) were allocated for exploration. Last year,
247.5 million rubles (US$9.4 million) and 170 million rubles (US$6.5 million) were allocated for
exploration from the federal and the regional budgets respectively. 33 deposits have already been
explored in the Ural part of the Autonomous Okrug, including 7 brown coal deposits, 7 quartz deposits,
17 gold deposits (3 bed-rock gold deposits and 14 placer gold deposits) and 2 zeolite deposits.
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REPUBLIC OF KOMI / 

February 9, 2007
Number of children placed under foster families’ care in Komi increase
The number of children placed under foster families’ care in Komi has increased, said the Minister for
Education and High School. According to her, there were 3,209 orphans and children without parental
care in Komi in 2004, 3,368 in 2005 and 3,210 in 2006. In 2004, there were 41 foster families with 127
children in their care, in 2005, 48 families with 151 children, and in 2006, 76 foster families with 216
children in their care.
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http://www.komiinform.ru/index.php?in=40390&curdate=9.2.2007

REPUBLIC OF SAKHA (YAKUTIA) /  ( )

February 8, 2007
Russian government approved Sakha Republic’s development program
The Republic’s President, Vyacheslav Shtyrov, said 2.5 trillion rubles (US$93.2 billion) would be spent
on major industrial projects by 2020. When implemented, the development program will cause the
region’s gross product to grow 2.8 times, investments twofold, and the population income 3.6 times.
Currently the region rates 22nd in Russia as to the quality of life, while its Gross Regional Product in
2005 was number five. Shtyrov added that the program would end the Sakha Republic’s dependence
on subsidies by 2012.
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http://www.aksnews.ru/m/108619/

SAINT PETERSBURG / - 

February 6, 2007
Foster parents’ salaries increasein St. Petersburg
The St. Petersburg Government has raised foster families’ salaries. The Government has set a salary
of 3,986 rubles (US$150) per child. A total of more than 15 million rubles (US$570,000) are expected
to be allocated from the city’s budget to foster parents’ salaries, enabling to increase their number in
St. Petersburg more than two fold (from 91at present to 200 by the end of the year).
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http://www.abnews.ru/index.php?news_id=51552&rub=4&page=7

February 5, 2007
St. Petersburg house prices have risen 0.27% within last week
The average asking price in the secondary market has risen 0.27% within the last week to
US$2,642.95 per square meter. The average asking price in the primary housing market has
increased 0.81% to US$2,184.80 per square meter.
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VOLOGDA OBLAST / 

February 8, 2007
Machinery-building industry in Vologda Region needs reforms
Governor Vyacheslav Pozgalyev took part in a meeting of the Vologda Association of Machine
Building Enterprises. Following its results, the Governor evaluated the regional Government’s activities
as inefficient. "The machinery-building complex may disappear as an industry in the Vologda region
within ten years. The remaining enterprises will be producing only unsophisticated machinery. The
machinery-building industry in Vologda Region needs reforms. Its main challenges are skilled staff
scarcity, physical deterioration and obsolescence, and low competitiveness of the output."
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KRASNOYARSK KRAI / 

February 8, 2007
The first Krasnoyarsk family who had twins in 2007 received 70,000 rubles (US$2,660) under
new regional law
The first family in Krasnoyarsk who had twins in January 2007 exercised its right to receive  a lump
sum benefit of 35,000 rubles (US$1,330) for every child. Moreover, the younger daughter, who was
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born five minutes after her sister, will get "a presidential maternity bonus" of 250,000 rubles
(US$10,000). In addition the family will get a lump sum birth benefit of 8,000 rubles (US$300) for every
child and a child care allowance paid until the baby is 18 months, which is 40% of the mother's
average wage.
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February 7, 2007
Wages arrears decreasing in Krasnoyarsk Krai faster than in the rest of Russia
According to the Vice Governor of the Krasnoyarsk Krai, the total wage arrears in the region amounted
to 69 million rubles (US$2.6 million) as of January 1, 2007. The arrears have decreased by 53.2%
compared with the same period for 2006. The decreasing rate across the Russian Federation
represented only 25%. 74.2% of the total amount of arrears was registered at companies undergoing
various stages of bankruptcy.
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YAMALO-NENETS AO / 

February 6, 2007
Russian regions’ prosperity rating in 2006
The prosperity coefficient is calculated as the ratio of per capita cash income to the minimal food
basket cost. Per capita cash income is calculated by dividing the total amount of cash income by the
number of the resident population.
1. Moscow                                                                 Prosperity Coefficient -  15.95
2. Khanty-Mansiysk AO (Yugra)                                                                      13.02
3. Yamalo-Nenets AO                                                                                      11.49
5. St. Petersburg                                                                                                9.64
12. Komi Republic                                                                                               7.37
32. Vologda Region                                                                                             5.67
35-37. Krasnoyarsk Krai                                                                                      5.59
48. Republic of Sakha (Yakutia)                                                                          5.14
82. Chukotka AO                                                                                                 2.87
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12.                                                                                          7,37
32.                                                                                  5,67
35-37.                                                                                 5,59
48.  ( )                                                                         5.14
82.                                                                                              2,87
http://www.annews.ru/news/detail.php?ID=75338

PROVINCE OF LAPLAND / 
February 8, 2007
Hard frosts disrupt train traffic
The problems caused by the current bitterly cold weather conditions have again delayed train services
across Finland. Two long-distance trains from the northern cities of Lapland to Helsinki were more
than one hour behind the schedule in the morning. In addition, the night train from Helsinki to
Rovaniemi was around one hour late
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http://www.hs.fi/english/article/Hard+frosts+disrupt+train+traffic/1135224952916

February 7, 2007
Bitter-cold weather raises electricity consumption to record levels
Early on Wednesday morning, the average hourly consumption of electricity temporarily reached an
all-time record of 14,970 megawatts, reported the national electricity transmission grid operator
Fingrid. The previous record was from January 2006, when the consumption reached 14,860 MW.
After an exceptionally mild start to the winter, Finland has slipped into deep-freeze mode with a
vengeance. Overnight between Tuesday and Wednesday, a temperature of nearly -30°C was
measured in Oulu, while the temperature in the Naruska region in Eastern Finnish Lapland was down
to  -39.9°C.
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http://www.hs.fi/english/article/Bitter-
cold+weather+raises+electricity+consumption+to+record+levels/1135224923651

YUKON TERRITORY / 

February 7, 2007
Yukon Economic Development Supports Great River Journey
Economic Development Minister today announced funding support for Great River Journey Inc., a new
Yukon high-end destination tourism business. The Department of Economic Development is providing
C$500,000 funding support to Great River Journey under its Strategic Industries Development Fund.
Great River Journey Inc. will provide unique eight-day river trips on the Yukon River, from Whitehorse
to Dawson City.  Canadian and international guests will travel in small groups on a custom-made
riverboat with accommodation in small, remotely situated lodge facilities along the river. The new
tourism business is expected to create more than 30 full-time and seasonal positions over five years,
across Yukon, and more than C$5 million in benefits to First Nation communities.
Implementation costs exceeding C$7.5 million have already been spent or are budgeted, in 2007, for

http://www.annews.ru/news/detail.php?ID=75338
http://www.hs.fi/english/article/Hard
http://www.hs.fi/english/article/Bitter-
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development costs, facilities construction, marketing provisioning, staffing, training and familiarization
tours.
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PROVINCE OF ALBERTA / 

February 9, 2007
Economy produces 89,000 jobs in January explosion
Canada's economy produced 89,000 jobs in a January explosion that was fueled by increases in
British Columbia (32,000 new jobs) and Alberta (24,000)
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http://www.ctv.ca/servlet/ArticleNews/story/CTVNews/20070209/unemployment_statscan_070210/200
70209?hub=Canada

February 8, 2007
Don't be alarmed over BSE case: Siemens
Another case of mad cow disease has been confirmed in Alberta, but we shouldn't be alarmed. That
from Agriculture Reporter Harry Siemens, who says the detection of the disease proves that the
surveillance system is working. The discovery of mad cow disease in Alberta in 2003 caused a U-S
ban on Canadian cattle exports, which devastated the industry. It was lifted for younger cattle months
later, but the live cattle ban was only lifted in 2005.
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AKUREYRI / 

February 5, 2007

http://www.gov.yk.ca/news/2007/07-019.html
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New road across Iceland’s highlands
A new all-year highway across the Icelandic highlands is being planned as a private project. The road,
which is scheduled to open in three years, could shorten the distance between south and north
Iceland by close to 200 km. With the new road the distance between Reykjavík and Akureyri would be
341 km, 47 km shorter than the current driving distance.
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http://www.icelandreview.com/icelandreview/daily_news/?cat_id=40764&ew_0_a_id=261620

PROVINCE OF HEILONGJIANG / 

February 6, 2007
Gas output to prop  in Daqing
China's biggest oilfield, facing depleting output, is increasingly relying on natural gas to maintain
production levels. By 2005, proven gas reserves in Daqing in Heilongjiang Province hit 400 billion
cubic meters (bcm) but the focus now is on extracting deep natural gas, whose reserves are estimated
at 1,200 bcm. Deep natural gas exists in deposits far underground at typical depths of around 3,000
meters, way beyond conventional drilling depths, which are usually only a few hundred meters.
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http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/bizchina/2007-02/06/content_802301.htm

HOKKAIDO PREFECTURE / 

February 6, 2007
Japan`s snow festival suffers from warm winter
The week-long Sapporo snow festival, which is in its 58th year, attracts about two million people
annually to enjoy ornate sculptures made of ice. But the event has been marred this year by higher
temperatures. "Due to the warm winter, the snow this year is very watery, which has made it difficult to
build the ice and snow objects," said Kazunori Sasaki of the festival's executive committee. In
Sapporo, the Meteorological office said the average temperature in late January, the time the sculptors
build their works, was minus 1.8 degrees Celsius, 3.1 degrees higher than in an average year.
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SOUTH KOREA / 

http://www.icelandreview.com/icelandreview/daily_news/?cat_id=40764&ew_0_a_id=261620
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February 9, 2007
S. Korea's population hits 49 million, set to reach 50 million in five years
South Korea's population has broken 49 million and is set to reach the milestone of 50 million in five
years, government data showed Friday. The data also reflected the country's aging population with a
sharp decrease in births over past decades. South Korea's registered population as of 2006 totaled
49,024,737. Nearly half of the population, or 48.5 percent, live in Seoul and its surrounding Gyeonggi
Province, where the country's industrial, political and social facilities are concentrated. Areas with the
lowest population densities mostly belonged to Gangwon Province near the demilitarized zone along
the border with North Korea. As for the country's aging population, the number of people aged 65 and
older was up 0.5 percent
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